
The Year In Review 2003 /2004
September 2003

We started the year as we meant to go on….busy, busy, busy!  Rehearsals started for our first ever show, Quest For Colour! Choreography started for the 25 routines that were in the show, as well as the many drama scenes that were to be performed.  We were also thrilled to welcome Miss Lyndsay to the school, as a teacher for some of our Junior classes.  We also learnt this month that one of our pupils, Sophie Gildersleve had been accepted for the second year running on the Laine Theatre Arts junior squad course.  This was very good news as it is one of the worlds leading performing arts colleges and where Miss Leanne herself trained!

October 2003

October was an active month, with our first festival of the year, which was held at Royston. Ailsa Taylor was the winner of the senior character cup.  A full list of medal winners throughout the year can be found at the back of this programme.  Congratulations to all pupils who entered Royston, making it a very good start to our festival year.  October was also host to our first Modern and Tap exam session of the year, all pupils yet again excelled, producing our best results to date, with the majority of the grades being A’s and B’s.  It was also at this time that Phil, (Miss Leannes father) fell ill after suffering a heart attack and subsequent stroke.  Obviously this was a very difficult time for the family and the support from parents, pupils, staff (and the examiner!) was greatly appreciated and will be remembered always.  Thank You.  Finally, we held auditions at the school for Leighton Buzzards first professional pantomime – Aladdin, which was to be performed over the Xmas period.

November 2003

A group of pupils were fortunate enough to attend a Jazz and Ballet workshop in Milton Keynes, held by the very famous Wayne Sleep!  This was a wonderful opportunity for the pupils and although the groups were rather large, the children learnt some new techniques and had a marvellous day.

December 2003

THE SHOW – do we need to say any more!  Well….OK then……December was dominated by Quest For Colour, which was held at the Raven Theatre, with shows being performed over the weekend of 18th and 19th December.  All the hard work throughout the term finally paid off, with 3 wonderful performances that everybody involved should be extremely proud of.  A big thank you to all the staff, helpers, parents and pupils for making the show a huge success.  Over 750 people came to watch, and over £300 was raised for the stroke ward at Milton Keynes General Hospital.  Our next big show is planned for December 2005………watch this space.

ALADDIN – December also saw the panto season in full swing, with Sophie Gildersleve, Stacey Shlusar, Anne Isger, Cassie Preston, Alice Noton, Heather Frost, Jack Thompson, Emily Hewitt, Danielle Jarman, Naomi Norwood, Stephanie Jones, Amy Robbins, Cordelia Braithwaite, Holly Kirkwood, Gemma Faulkner, Connor Lambert, Emily Hart and Alex Hart providing  the juvenile cast, after 2 months of intensive rehearsal with Miss Joc and Miss Lyndsay.  All involved worked extremely hard, with such a short amount of time to learn 10 full numbers.  The production team were very pleased with the school and commented on how talented and professional all the children were.

January 2004 

A large number of our pupils successfully auditioned for, and performed; in Paula Diamonds production of ‘Bugsy Malone’ at Milton Keynes Theatre.  Miss Leanne and Danny took a trip to see the show, and were very impressed with our students performances. 

February 2004

It was the first festival of the new year, held at Milton Keynes.  Cup winners were : Emily Hart, Sophie Gildersleve, Ailsa Taylor and our Senior Modern Group, Feeling Good; which won with an outstanding 90 marks.  We also qualified 10 dances for the All England Semi Finals, to be held in 2005. 

Creative Camera attended once again, and took some beautiful photographs that many of you were very happy with.

March 2004

March was a very busy month for festivals, with pupils competing at Emerald, in Birmingham; Luton and Banbury.  The Milton Keynes gala festival was also held this month, with Sophie Gildersleve and Ailsa Taylor being asked to perform.  This is a true privilege as only a small number of competitors are asked to dance, out of the several hundred that originally entered.

Well done.

April 2004

Our first Ballet exams of the year were taken, over 2 days in April.  Again we had some very good marks, with all pupils entered being successful. 

May 2004 

Miss Lisa took our National Classes to Irchester, for their second exam session.  We are pleased to say that all pupils passed once again, with everyone gaining top marks.

We were invited to dance at the Clipstone Brook School Fayre and the LB May Fayre, Unfortunately the latter was ‘rained off’ much to the disappointment of the children (and the crowds we are sure!) Hopefully the weather will be kinder next year, as we have already been asked back. Clipstone Brook School Fayre was a complete success, and a great time was had by all.

June 2004

June was host to Leamington Spa festival, where a fantastic 23 dances qualified for the All England Semis.  Ailsa Taylor also won the Musical Theatre cup.  The weather was again not on our side for the St Barnabas Church Fayre, however ‘the show must go on’ and we managed to find a room inside the church building where we were able to perform.  Miss Lyndsay and Miss Joc also travelled down to Southampton to take their Associate examinations.  The ‘associate’ is a professional teaching qualification, which requires a great deal of hard work and determination.  I am delighted to be able to say that they both passed with flying colours, and are now fully fledged associates of the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing.

July 2004 

In July we held an exhausting 3 days of Modern and Tap exams.  I am proud to say that results were again very good, especially as we had a large number of major examination entries, gaining ‘A’ grades.  Well done!  This month we also competed at Mid Bucks and Peterborough festivals.  A staggering 52 medals were won at Mid Bucks festival, as well as Ailsa Taylor, Laura Toovey Cook, Sophie Gildersleve and Cordelia Braithwaite winning cups.

All 9 medal winning dances at Peterborough also qualified for the All England Semi Finals.

I am also pleased to be able to write that my Dad was discharged from hospital, after nearly 9 months in hospital and rehabilitation.  He is now making good progress at home and is looking forward to today’s performance.

August 2004

The Wedding of the Year!  Miss Leanne and Danny were married on August 15th in Milton Keynes, and then continued to celebrate at Horwood House, Little Horwood.  We had a beautiful, romantic day with so many wonderful memories that we will always treasure.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your cards, gifts and kind wishes. We were truly touched by the thoughtfulness and generosity that we were shown. Our special thanks to go Jayne for making our wedding cake, which looked stunning and tasted fab!  For those of you that couldn’t make it to our big day – please visit the school website, and follow the link to some photos from the wedding day, and our honeymoon in New York and Florida.

So, another hectic year comes and goes…what’s next we hear you ask!  Needless to say we will be filled with activities as ever.  We started the term with a dancing display at Pulford School Fun Day, where we were very well received.  We are already planning our next exam session, and will have Royston Festival coming up shortly.  Improvements to the school are well underway, with the floor in the small studio being completely replaced. This is brilliant news for the school, and will provide a much superior learning environment.  All proceeds from the Prizegiving raffle will be going towards the huge cost of this project.

I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye to 3 very special pupils, all of whom are going on to university.  Helen Ventry, Gemma Robinson and last, but not least Frankie Bottomley.  Frankie has been our head girl for the past two years, and has been absolutely brilliant.  We are very sad to see you all go, but wish you all the best for the future and hope you will come back and visit us soon.

As we are sure you can see from reading this report the standard of achievement at the school just keeps on growing and growing.  

As principal of the school not only is it wonderful to see such results, and the confidence of pupils continuing to grow, but to witness close friendships developing and a strong sense of community within the school make lh:ts a special place to be.  The dedication from pupils, parents and staff is apparent, thank you for all of your hard work.  Special thanks go to Janice (Mum) who throughout this difficult year again proved to be superhuman!  Mum, you are one in a million and I love you.

Good luck to you all for the forthcoming year!

Miss Leanne
The Year in Review 2004 / 2005
September 2004

We started the new year with some major work being carried out to the studios, the long awaited “new floor” for the small studio was finally installed, providing a much superior learning environment for everyone at lh:ts.

The large studio was also redecorated, thank you to all of the volunteers who gave up their time to come and help.

Sophie Gildersleve and Stephanie Jones were accepted as Monthly associates of Laine Theatre Arts.

October 2004

October hosted our first festivals of the school year, a small number of pupils entered Rugby festival, and at Royston festival pupils achieved excellent results.  5 gold, 4 silver, 5 bronze and 11 bronze 4th place medals were won, as well as 19 dances being qualified for the all England semi-finals, to be held in June 2005.

Cordelia Braithwaite was winner of the Inter Modern cup, Inter National cup and was the star showcase runner up.

Also this month, Miss Lisa took two of our pupils, Sophie Gildersleve and Cordelia Braithwaite to the ISTD Grandison Clark National awards.

The wheels were set in motion for our 2005 Christmas show, with the script being devised by two of our parents, Jayne Gildersleve and Kris Taylor.

November 2004

Miss Leanne was asked to adjudicate at the Coventry festival during November.  This is the second time that Miss Leanne has adjudicated at festivals, and is looking forward to doing more in the future.

December 2004

During December, we entered a small festival the Midlands, with some great results.  18 gold medals and 3 silver saw us ‘sweep the board’ coming away with a full clutch of trophies.  Trophy winners were, Connor Lambert, Emily Hart, Christina Storey, Cordelia Braithwaite, Alex Hart, Stephanie Jones, Naomi Norwood, Leah Fitzgerald, Sophie Gildersleve, Stacey Schlusar, Katy Harris, Ailsa Taylor, and Laura Toovey-Cook.  

The school also won the Inter Modern Group Cup, and the Senior Modern Group Cup, again with an excellent score of 90 marks.

We also had a full session of Modern, Tap and Ballet exams, with all pupils achieving excellent marks.  Well done !! 

Out two head girls, Ailsa Taylor and Laura Toovey-Cook did an excellent job of organising and running our annual Christmas children’s party.  A great time was had by all!!! Thanks Girls ( 

January 2005

Following the devastating Tsunami in South East Asia on boxing day, we decided to hold a benefit concert to raise funds.  Although put together at short notice everybody showed full commitment and support, and in total a sum of £1805.05 was raised for the Disasters Emergency Committee.  I would take this opportunity to thank everybody for their hard work and support, which made the show a brilliant event.

February 2005

February played host to Milton Keynes festival.  6 gold medals were won, 5 silver and 5 bronze.  22 dances qualified for the all England semi-finals.  Ailsa Taylor and Kiri Fitzgerald won the senior cabaret duet trophy.  Emily Hart won the Junior Song and Dance trophy, and Emily Hewitt won the Junior Ballet trophy.

March 2005

In March, the school entered Banbury festival.  Students achieved fabulous results, with 17 Gold medals, 7 silver and 9 bronze.  Cordelia Braithwaite won most promising cabaret award, the Inter cabaret trophy, and the Janice Fullman cup.  Ailsa Taylor won the Highest Festival mark trophy, the highest Ballet mark trophy, the highest Tap mark trophy and the classical aggregate trophy.  The school also won the Inter Modern trophy, and our senior tap group won the senior cabaret trophy.

The Milton Keynes gala festival was also held this month, with Connor Lambert, Christina Storey,  Emily Hart and our Senior Modern Group, Beautiful being asked to perform.  This is a true privilege, as only a few dancers are asked to perform out of the hundreds that originally entered.   

March was a very sad month for Miss Leanne and her family, following the sudden loss of her father.  Thank you for all of your kind thoughts and condolences, your compassion and kindness was greatly appreciated, and will always be remembered.  All Proceeds from today’s raffle will be donated to Dogs for the Disabled, a charity very dear to our hearts.

April 2005 

We attended Luton festival in April, winning one gold medal, 3 silver and 11 4th places.  14 dances qualified for the all-England semi finals.

May 2005

For the third consecutive year we were invited to dance at the Leighton Buzzard May Fayre.  Thankfully the weather was much better than last year, and 15 dances were performed to a large and responsive crowd.

We also entered a new festival this year,  at Nuneaton.  Students won 14 gold medals, 15 silver and 7 bronze medals were won.  Cordelia Braithwaite won the cabaret aggregate trophy, highest National mark trophy, highest Lyrical mark trophy, and the most promising dancer award.  Ailsa Taylor won the highest tap mark trophy, and the highest song and dance mark trophy.

June 2005

All England Semi Finals…… We had 40 dances qualify for the all England semi finals, at Leamington Spa.  This is a huge achievement for the school, as at the last semi finals, held two years ago we had less than 10 !.  Unfortunately, although winning numerous medals none of our dances were put through to the finals this time.  However, all our dancers performed brilliantly and we are very impressed and proud of you all.

We also performed at St Barnabus church fayre, to an appreciative audience.

Connor Lambert, Emily Hart and Emily Hewitt, all went to London to audition to be Junior Associates of the Royal Ballet School.  Alas, they were not successful this time, but have all been invited back to audition next year.

One of our senior students, James Jenkins was offered a place at the prestigious Performers Dance College, In Essex.  This is a full-time, professional dance course, and we wish James all the best in his future training.

July 2005

In July we entered Mid Bucks festival, winning a staggering 36 gold medals, 12 silver and 5 bronzes.  Trophy winners were Olivia Woodward, Yazmin Elliott, Anna Irwin, Ailsa Taylor, Alex Hart, Cordelia Braithwaite, Emily Hewitt and Emily Hart.

The senior modern group won the senior cabaret trophy, and the senior ballet group won the senior classical trophy, both with an outstanding 90 marks.

We also held 4 days of Tap, Modern and Ballet exams in July, again with excellent results.  Congratulations to all involved.  

Two of our senior students attended summer courses at professional performing arts colleges.  Kiri Fitzgerald was at the Arts Educational in Chiswick, and Cherry Howarth was at the Laban Centre, in South London

July also saw us say goodbye to Miss Lisa, who has moved home to her family in Lincoln, following 2 years at lh:ts.  We would like to thank her for all of her hard work, she will be missed!  Miss Joc took over Miss Lisa’s ballet classes.

August 2005

Miss Leanne, Miss Joc and Miss Lyndsay all attended the residential ISTD teacher training course in Chichester.  This was an action packed week of lessons, and our muscles certainly ached afterwards! 

However, we came away with a wealth of knowledge from the course, and are looking forward to teaching the new grade work in January.

Miss Joc also successfully gained her Foundation in Dance Instruction in Modern, with an excellent overall mark of 96%.  Congratulations Miss Joc.

And now……

Rehearsals have started for our 2005 show, the Crystal Heart.  This will be performed in December 2005 over three days at  the Raven Theatre at Cedars Upper School.  We are actively seeking volunteers for help in all aspects of the show.  If you can offer assistance please let us know.

We also started the school year with the excellent news that Alex and Emily Hart have been accepted as Associates of the London Junior Ballet School.  However, due to lh:ts commitments, both girls have deferred their places until October.  Well Done !! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody involved with lh:ts for all of your ard work and dedication to the school.  Despite being a very difficult year the achievements of you all have been overwhelming, and have proved to be a great comfort to myself and my family.

Extra thanks go to all of the staff, and especially Mum.  Good luck for another successful year.

Miss Leanne

The Year in Review- 2005-2006

We started the year 2005 – 2006 with one of our former pupils, James Jenkins starting a one year course at Performers College, in Essex.  This was a great achievement as James had only been committed to dancing with us for a short period of time

We also started rehearsals for our Christmas Show, The Crystal Heart, our second bi-annual performance.  This was written by two of our mums’ – Jayne Gildersleve and Kristine Taylor.

October saw us back on the festival trail, with pupils performing exceptionally well at Royston  Festival. We also had a vocational grades (equivalent to A-levels) exam session in October, with students gaining a fantastic 6 A’s 4 B’s and 1 C in the Modern and Tap sessions that were held. These levels of exam are equivalent to A-levels, so pupils did particularly well.

Final rehearsals and preparations for The Crystal Heart dominated November, which was performed on the 9th, 10th and 11th December 2005.  The students hard work and dedication in the past term had really paid off, and they, the staff and our numerous helpers (thank you !!!!) made it our most successful performance ever, with over 1000 people selling out the theatre over three days.  £354 was raised from the raffle, which was donated to the British Epilepsy Foundation.

Into the New Year, and January saw us welcome Miss Katie Harrington to the teaching faculty, taking senior and adult ballet classes.  Ailsa Taylor, Kiri Fitzgerald and Jess Reeves began auditions for full time vocational courses at numerous dance colleges.

February saw the third visit to the school for Creative Camera, again producing some wonderful photographs that many of you were happy with.  Mike, from Creative Camera also commented on how beautifully behaved and well presented our pupils were ;)   Pupils also danced at the Milton Keynes dance festival in February, gaining 4 gold, 10 silver, 9 bronze medals, 1 trophy- Emily Hart song & dance.  Congratulations to all dancers.

March continued the festival theme, with pupils sweeping the board with 20 gold, 3 silver, 8 bronze medals, 11 trophies- Alex Hart ballet, Alex Hart & Cordelia Braithwaite classical challenge, Cordelia Braithwaite senior cabaret cup & most promising classical, Ailsa Taylor senior cabaret cup, modern cup & most promising cabaret cup, Cordelia Braithwaite & Adam Lewis duet cup, Steph Jones character cup, Naomi Norwood, Amy Robbins, Steph Jones & Leah Fitzgerald quartet cup, ‘Minefields’ senior group cup, and ‘Minefields’ highest festival mark cup.

April was a busy month, with Luton Festival, where pupils won 2 gold, 3 silver & 4 bronze medals, and 1 trophy- Connor Lambert for most promising boy. 28 dances qualified for the All England semi finals. Alex Hart & Cordelia Braithwaite were asked to perform in the showcase closing the festival, which was opened by Faye Tozer (of Steps fame!!!)  We also achieved our best ever exam results in Modern, Tap and Ballet in April, with a stunning 34 ’A’s, 11 ’B’s, with 9 pupils gaining over 90%.

Steph Jones successfully auditioned for “Raw Energy”.  A production to be held at Milton Keynes Theatre later in the year.  We also received great news that Alex Hart successfully auditioned at Royal Ballet as a mid associate. The Royal Ballet school is very prestigious and Alex was our first pupil to be accepted. Well Done!!! Following on from their auditions, Ailsa, Kiri and Jess were accepted onto courses at Laine Theatre Arts, Italia Conti and Performers.
May saw our first outdoor performance, with the weather holding out this time for the May Fayre.  Pupils performed a number of dances to a large and enthusiastic crowd.  John Halstead, the organiser commented that every year the performers at the school get better and better.!!!  We are looking forward to performing at next year’s event.

Pupils also danced at Nuneaton festival in May, gaining 11 gold, 8 silver & 8 bronze medals. 3 trophies were won - Cordelia Braithwaite most promising dancer & aggregate cabaret C, and Emily Hart for aggregate cabaret A. 13 dances qualifyed for the All England semi finals.

Also this month, Miss Leanne accompanied Adam Lewis to Arts Educational for a day of dance specially tailored for boys.  This was a wonderful day in a beautiful school, where Adam learnt a great deal.

Miss Lyndsay got married in June, to Mr Simon Aldred.  It was a lovely day and Miss Lyndsay looked beautiful.  We wish them many years of happiness together.

Pupils performed at the St Barnabas Church Fayre in June, in the pleasant summer sunshine.

July was the busiest month of the year!!! with Leamington festival – where pupils performed very well, gaining 5 gold, 3 silver & 7 bronze medals,  and 1 trophy to Adam Lewis & Cordelia Braithwaite for their Modern Duet. Cordelia Braithwaite also was hand picked by the adjudicator to dance in the championships.  We also danced at Stanbridge lower school fayre, this was the first time we had performed there and we were very well received.

The festivals continued throughout July, with a large number of performing gaining excellent results at the Mid Bucks festival, 30 gold, 16 silver & 5 bronze medals were won. 17 trophies were wonby- Cordelia Braithwaite - Most Promising Dancer, Open Cabaret, Open Classical, Lyrical Award & Open Modern. Sophie Gildersleve - National Award. Chloe Watkins & Bethany Harris - Cabaret Duet. Emily Hart - Open Modern. Emily Hewitt - Tap Cup. Emily Hart, Alex Hart & Cordelia Braithwaite - Classical Trio. Emilie Barrett, Emily Hewitt & Heather Frost - Cabaret Trio. Connor Lambert - Most Promising Boy. Emily Hart - Most Promising Performer. Stephanie Jones - Character Cup. Ailsa Taylor - Most Promising Cabaret. Miners - Senior Modern Group. Miss Leanne won the Choreography Cup for the ‘Hoops’ quartet, and was very pleased with herself ( and of course all of the dancers.

We also performed at Wing Carnival, alongside the famous magician Eugene Mathias.  Students aged between 6 and 19 performed a 20 minute cabaret following a movie theme in the blistering heat (the hottest day of the year by quite some way)  A quick round of ice lollies saw all pupils refreshed and re-energised to perform the finale!!!  We had so much wonderful feedback from this event, and were very proud of all pupils that performed.

Still in July, and ISTD Ballet, Modern and Tap exams were held.  Again the results were excellent, with 24 ‘A’s, 27 ‘B’s, 1 ‘C’. 3 pupils gaining over 90%. Anna Irwin successfully auditioned at Birmingham Royal Ballet, to join them as a junior associate.  This is a wonderful achievement for Anna and the school.  

We also held our first ever Choreography Competition & Summer Showcase – with pupils arranging dances to their choice of music.  This was a great, fun event, which was very well received by pupils and parents alike.  The adjudicator Miss Suzanne Bushen commented on how professional, talented and well trained all dancers were.  We hope that this will become a regular feature at the school.  This event was sadly the last performance for number of our students, who have gone on to full time training. Kiri Fitzgerald chose to go to Laine Theatre Arts. Jess Reeves went on to Performers and Sophie Gildersleve now attends the London School of Music.  We were very sorry to lose these pupils, but know that they will go on to do great things.  I am thrilled that they have been able to come back for today’s performance.

Ex pupil Sarai Neale also graduated from Stella Mann College, after successfully completing a 3-year professional dance course.  Congratulations! 

Finally in July, Steph Jones attended a week long summer school at Laine Theatre Arts in Epsom.  This was a wonderful experience for Steph, as she hopes to embark on professional training very soon.  She also performed extremely well at MK Theatre, as a dancer in Raw Energy, choreographed by the renowned Andy Instone, and was featured on Anglia news! 

A break in August gave us time to redecorate the school, with the studios, changing floors and floors being refreshed.  This was a big job and we would like to thank everybody that gave up their time to come and help.  

We are now well into the new term, and as always are very busy, hence prizegiving being 2 months later than usual!  The school has already competed at two festivals, a number of pupils have started their full time dance training at colleges up and down the country and we have already held one vocational exam session (A Level equivalent) last month!  Preparation for our next exam session to be held in December is now underway, and it continues to be a very exciting and rewarding time for all involved with LH:TS.  The strength of the school continues to grow, and I am sure you will agree the achievements of the past year are overwhelming.  

Many thanks to my teachers and everybody who assists in the running of the school, to all pupils for being so dedicated and loyal and of course to you, the parents for supporting your children and LH:TS.

Special thanks to Mum, Joc, Nana Boots and Dan, without you it would not be possible x x 
The Year in Review 2006 / 2007

The start of the new school year began by saying goodbye to a number of our pupils, who have gone on to full time dance college.  James Jenkins and Jess Reeves both started a 3 year course at Performers College in Essex, and Kiri Fitzgerald started a 3 year course at Laine Theatre Arts.  We would like to congratulate all of you on starting your professional training in such prestigious establishments!!  Alex Hart and Anna Irwin also started as associates at the Royal Ballet Schools in London and Birmingham.  We attended two festivals this term.  At Coventry, pupils did extremely well, gaining 12 gold medals, 8 silver, 8 bronze and 7 cups.  At Sandy we gained 7 gold, 8 silver and 6 bronze, with 5 cups.  Miss Leanne won the overall choreographic award ;) Modern and Tap exams were also held for the vocational grades ( A Level equivalent.) In total 5 pupils achieved A Grade, 5 B and 2 C, with 2 pupils gaining over 90%, a very well done.

In November we held our Prizegiving Show, a little later than usual.  Steph Jones successfully auditioned at Italia Conti, in Guildford.  Also this month a group of pupils spent a day at Arts Educational school in Tring, and took part in classes in Ballet, Contemporary and Musical Theatre.

Miss Jocelyn took the Musical Theatre classes to perform carol singing.  Despite the very cold conditions over £200 was raised for charity - thank you to all that were involved.  We also held 3 days of Ballet, Tap and Modern exams with over 60 pupils taking an exam.  23 A’s were achieved, 36B’s and 8 C’s, with one pupil gaining over 90%.  Well done to all students.  We finished the year with our Christmas party, organised by our head pupils, Amy, Steph and Adam.  All party goers had lots of fun, with a guest appearance from no other than Santa Claus himself!!!

The new year began with news that both Ailsa Taylor and Steph Jones had been awarded places at Bird College in Kent.  Steph, who was awarded a scholarship for the full 3 years decided to take her place for September 2007.  A number of our pupils also auditioned for Fame! At Milton Keynes theatre, with 2 pupils being short listed down to the final five.

In February, we attended Milton Keynes Festival of the Arts.  We had excellent results, with 10 Gold Medals, 8 Silver, 6 Bronze.  Cordelia Braithwaite and Adam Lewis won the most promising Girl and Boy awards.  We will be taking over the running of Milton Keynes festival from 2008, with lots of exciting things planned!!!

March saw us on the festival trail at both Banbury and Luton.  At Banbury we gained 19 Gold medals, 14 silver, 3 bronze and 7 cups, including highest mark of the festival for our group - Confessions of a King.  We came back and filled up the trophy cabinet!!!  A small number of pupils entered Luton festival, bringing home 3 bronze medals.

In April more examinations were held in Ballet, Tap and Modern.  20 A grades, 35 B’s and 2 C’s were gained, with 5 pupils gaining over 90%.  These are excellent results and show the hard work and commitment put in by both students and teachers alike.

May bank holiday saw the sun shining on us for our performance at the May Fayre, where 14 dances were performed to a large, appreciative crowd.  We attended festivals at Nuneaton, Leamington, and the All England Semi Finals in May.  At Nuneaton we obtained 6 Gold, 10 silver and 4 bronze medals, as well as 3 cups.  Adam Lewis and Steph Jones were asked to perform in the gala concert, to close the festival.  At Leamington we gained 8 Gold, 9 Silver and 7 bronze medals, as well as a number of cups.  Adam Lewis and Steph Jones performed Solo’s in the championships, with Steph eventually finishing in third place.  4 pupils, Anne Isger, Madeleine Storey, Chloe Watkins and Bethany Harris danced in a production of the life and times of architect Sir Christopher Wren, at the All Saints Church.  Producer Sian was very complimentary about the girls talent and professionalism.  Ailsa Taylor was awarded a place at Arts Educational in London, on their degree course - a place she decided to start in September.  

May also saw 43 dances from the school compete at the All England Semi Finals in Leamington Spa. A number of dances got through to the National Finals, for the very first time in our short history.  Our congratulations to Emily Hart (Modern solo), Cordelia Braithwaite (Ballet solo and Greek solo),  Adam Lewis (Modern solo), Adam Lewis & Cordelia Braithwaite (Modern duet), Adam Lewis, Leah Fitzgerald, Amy Robbins & Steph Jones( Hoops Quartet), Miners, Mermaids & Feeling Good.  We were one of the very few schools to get all groups that we entered through to the finals.  We were so proud of you all.

In June we were once again invited to dance at the St Barnabus Church Fayre.  Students performed well and the weather was beautiful!  Miss Lyndsay gave birth to her first child,  Riley Joseph.  Congratulations to Lyndsay and Simon.  We held our now annual Choreography competition and Summer Showcase at the Raven Theatre.  This was adjudicated by Mrs Lindsay Black, who was extremely impressed with the high standard of work.  This was also a chance to say goodbye to nine of our Senior Pupils who have been very supportive of the school for many years and whom are going onto further their careers.  We wish them all the very best and hope to see them again soon…. 

The final month of the school term was a very busy one!!! It started with the great news that Alex Hart and Anna Irwin were both to be kept on for a second year of training at the Royal Ballet School.  We performed at Leighton Buzzard carnival and Stanbridge Lower School Fete, where the dancers were received well, and also the Mid Bucks Festival, where we won an astonishing 35 gold medals, 10 silver, 8 bronze and 18 cups.  Miss Leanne won the cup for highest mark, for the Hoops quartet!!  Auditions were held at the school for the Pantoni production of Aladdin, to be held at the Library Theatre in Luton this winter.  Choreographer, Rita Proctor was delighted with the standard, and we won the contract to provide the juvenile cast for this professional production.  Examinations were held over 4 days in July, with 63 pupils taking examinations in both Vocational and graded exams.  Excellent results across the board were once again achieved.  Students competed against schools from across the UK at the All England National Finals at the Peacock Theatre in London.  Students performed brilliantly, and we were delighted that Adam Lewis & Cordelia Braithwaite came 2nd with their Modern duet, and Adam- 4th with his Modern solo.  Miss Leanne unveiled the newest addition to the school, Baby Rufus, her gorgeous Shih-Tzu puppy!!!

Although we closed for the summer, our pupils were still working hard.  Sam Harris attended Summer School at the Sylvia Young Theatre School, and had a great time, whilst gaining valuable experience from the school where Miss Jocelyn and Miss Leanne trained as children.  5 pupils performed in the English Youth Ballet production of The Nutcracker at The Grove Theatre in Dunstable.  Connor Lambert Emily Hart, Alex Hart, Rhianna Baker & Cordelia Braithwaite danced beautifully over three days of performances. Emily won a scholarship of £330 and was cast to understudy the leading role of ‘Clara’.  Steph Jones performed at the MK Theatre in RAW, a high paced production!!!

So into the new term.  Steph and Ailsa have moved onto their full time training at dance college, good luck to them both, they will certainly be missed.  Christina Marks has attended an audition support day at Laine Theatre Arts, in preparation for her forthcoming Auditions for college.  Cordelia Braithwaite & Emily Hart have successfully auditioned for, and have started weekly classes at The London Ballet School.

What a Year!!! Over 200 ISTD examinations, 8 Festivals, a number of outdoor performances and our Summer Showcase and Prizegiving shows.  It has been another tremendous year, with LH:TS pupils never failing to amaze me with their growing ability.  The highlight for me was seeing students from the school dance my choreography in such a beautiful theatre at the All England National Finals, and doing me and themselves proud.  The latter half of 2007 and into the new year promises to be just as exciting (and busy!) with show preparations now well underway.  

We are now into our 5th year as LH:TS, a I am overwhelmed with the achievements we have made.  Our 5th Birthday bash will be held next year, which I am sure will be a great occasion, more to follow soon……………Thank you my teachers, the pupils and your parents for your support and dedication to the school.  Special Thanks to Mum, Dan, Joc and Nana!! x

